114                     A SHORT HISTORY OF OtJR  TIMES
France and Russia to join them in saving the Boer Republics and " humiliating England to the dust," and for having with one of his officers worked out a plan of campaign for England in the darkest days of the South African War which " as a matter of curious coincidence " was on much the same lines as that subsequently adopted by Lord Roberts and by him successfully carried out. Finally he protested that Germany was not building her fleet against England, but to be ready for eventualities in the Far East—presumably for action against Britain's ally, Japan.
It was, no doubt, well intentioned, but so much that was calculated to give offence both in England and Germany could scarcely have been packed into the same space by a deliberate mischief-maker. The English by this time were accustomed to the Kaiser's ebullitions and soon forgot all about it, but the Germans were extremely angry both at the picture of them which the Kaiser had presented to the English and at his implied claim to have helped in the conquering of the Boers with whom they greatly sympathized. A crisis followed in Berlin in which, if we may believe Biilow, who was then Chancellor, the Kaiser came near abdicating, and was for a rime reduced to great prostration. Bulow, who tells the story in his Memoirs, would have it believed that he acted with great generosity and sacrificed himself to save the Kaiser. It can only be said that his own conduct in having let pass through his hands without comment or even inspection a manuscript which was specially sent to him for revision needs more explanation than he has given it. In the end the Kaiser had to submit to a mortifying debate in the Reichstag and a defence by the Chancellor which was equally wounding to Ms pride. The affair led to an estrangement between him *&& Bfilow which ended a year later in the latter's downfall and the appointment as Chancellor of von Bethmann Hollweg, a weH-meaiiing man whose misfortune it was to be unfamiliar with Foreign affidrs. This also had momentous consequences for Gmna&y and Europe.
Hie Kaiser crisis in Berlin was followed by a short but acute crisis betwiem French and Germans over an affair of police in the Mpoccaa port of Casablanca, which showed that the Moroccan quarrel between the two countries was suspended    '•''«''"''   '''       < •"• '>' '                         *;:*;'t   ','"" *?, ^^Ilf4^^^^^^
